Report on Martlesham Heath Aviation Society Meeting, Friday 1st March 2024
Bruce Macpherson presented: 
“The Kings and Giants of Rendlesham Forest”
This is the  story of the USAF 67th  Aerospace  Recovery and Rescue  Squadron” .
Bruce gave a fascinating and detailed report of his time flying the  Lockheed Hercules – mostly from RAF Woodbridge, but very occasionally from Keflavik in Iceland – in the Recovery and Rescue role.
The history of the Unit starts in 1952…….  and, before Bruce joined the Unit, went in the UK to Prestwick (Scotland) and Alconbury.
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Justly proud of his time in this service he started his talk by going through his training – which I was really surprised to be as thorough as it was – in fact  I was rather surprised that much of his training was pretty much on the same route as a fighter pilot.

As with all pilots he started with the basics, and aiming for pilot selection:
[image: ]

Moving on to:
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And then onto the more difficult plane to master:
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With all the above he had a fascinating and hard-working time.  Some of the other pilots –   destined to become Fighter Pilots sometimes using a hybrid version of the T-38 in dummy dogfights. These fighter pilots used what was called the F5 “Aggressor” at Alconbury, which toured Europe to provide air-to-air Combat Training for United States Air Force Europe pilots.
It was then that he started to specialise on the Lockheed C130 Hercules…. First designed in the 1960’s, with latest versions still being produced by the Lockheed Aircraft Company. 
[image: ] 
The specialised version he flew was the HC-130P/N
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Throughout the years of Training, he moved around a lot… in Britain he recalled being at Prestwick and Alconbury – and of course outlining his time at RAF Woodbridge.
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His talk also briefly mentioned of other aircraft designed and built by Lockeed….. using the following slide….
How many can you identify?
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In his time with the 67th – he became much involved with working with the “Jolly Green Giant helicopter, which many in the large audience recalled flying around Suffolk.
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Bruce then talked about some of the Missions that his unit undertook – including the lifting of a Fisherman from a Russian Trawler in the Atlantic…. With very tricky the air-to-air refuelling required in dreadful weather conditions.
The Unit was also involved in aerial rescue duties in case the Presidential Airforce One ever came down in the North Atlantic
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Bruce then talked us through the technique of air-to-air refuelling ….
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He had the help of a friend/colleague Mark Service, from RAF Mildenhall. Using a funnel and a probe they demonstrated with some hilarity the technique involved…. of a Hercules flying real slow refuelling a very large helicopter going really fast!
Using a plastic funnel and a bit of hose – and a “wand” to simulate the receptor nozzle on a fuel thirsty helicopter.
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Finally 
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Finally, Bruce talked about his time at the USAFA (United States Air Force Academy), – where he obtained has degree. This is the equivalent of The US Army West Point Academy.
His talk to a very large and appreciative audience, continues the trend of our talks just getting better and better……. it was given in a very friendly style – with a lot of humour. It was also obvious that Bruce was enjoying himself.
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If any of you reading this who have not come along to our meetings. The next one is on Friday 5th April at 7:30 pm, when Terry Holloway (who coincidentally worked at the Lockheed Europe facility at Marshalls of Cambridge), will be talking about his time with the Royal Air Force – especially his time with an RAF Team flying over Chile and Peru…… His talk is entitled “Flight over the Andes”. He has flown well over 100 aircraft – so members of the audience are likely to try and get him to divert his talk to cover this as well.
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